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Restoration Initiative for Sustainable Ecosystems 
(RISE) is a nonprofit organization registered in the 
Philippines and based at Visayas State University in 
Baybay City, Leyte.

Mission
RISE works with local stakeholders to design and 
implement socially- and ecologically-appropriate 
programs and projects to conserve and restore 
forests, develop productive landscapes, and 
improve human well-being.

Vision
RISE envisions sustainable landscapes that conserve 
biodiversity, improve environmental services, and 
enhance human livelihoods.



Message from  
the President
2021 turned out to be a challenging year—not all 
that different from 2020. Visayas State University, 
where RISE is based, kept its gates closed to 
nonessential personnel, while the Coronavirus 
outside continued to wax and wane. Travel 
restrictions also continued, making on-the-ground 
work nearly impossible to implement.

Nevertheless, we did make progress on several 
interesting initiatives. RISE assumed its role as 
convenor of the Rain Forest Restoration Initiative, 
helped organize a four-part webinar series on 
Forest & Landscape Restoration (FLR), and helped 
implement an online training. More details on these 
initiatives are provided later in the Annual Report.

At the start of 2022, it seems that the Philippines 
is beginning to ease restrictions as more and more 
people are getting their vaccines and the economic 
toll of the shutdowns are growing. We have some 
exciting plans in the works and are hoping that we 
finally get to move forward on them.

David Neidel, Ph.D.



Assuming the Helm  
of RFRI
RISE has assumed the role of convenor of the 
Rain Forest Restoration Initiative (RFRI). RFRI is 
a voluntary network of foundations, nonprofits, 
companies, and individuals in the Philippines whose 
mission is to mainstream the use of native tree 
species for land use management through advocacy, 
research and development, sustainable livelihoods, 
community engagements, and partnerships. Because 
RFRI does not have legal status, the convenorship 
of the network is held by one of its members. RISE 
has taken over the convenorship from Earth Day 
Network-Philippines and is now taking the lead 
in working with the other RFRI members to revise 
the five-year plan, update the Rainforestation 
Information Portal, institute a new social media 
strategy, and much more.

http://www.rainforestation.ph
http://www.rainforestation.ph


Educating about FLR
RISE worked with partners from CIFOR-ICRAF, Yale’s 
Environmental Leadership & Training Initiative, the 
Department of Environment & Natural Resources’ 
Forest Management Bureau, the Department of 
Agriculture’s Bureau of Soils & Water Management, 
and Green Releaf Initiative to conduct a four-part 
webinar series, “Restoring Forest and Landscapes: 
Consolidating Gains and Accelerating Progress 
in the Philippines.” The webinars, which were 
held from April to August, discussed the forest & 
landscape restoration (FLR) concept in the context 
of the Philippines (1st webinar); the experiences of 
various groups in implementing FLR in the country 
(2nd and 3rd webinars); and funding mechanisms 
and opportunities for FLR (4th webinar). The webinar 
series drew upon the expertise of 18 presenters and 
had as many as 500 participants per event. More 
details and recordings of the webinars are currently 
available on the webinar series website.

https://www.cifor-icraf.org/event/restoring-forests-and-landscapes-series-consolidating-gains-and-accelerating-progress-in-the-philippines/


Promoting Sustainable 
Agarwood Production
On July 26–28, RISE partnered with Yale’s 
Environmental Leadership & Training Initiative 
and Visayas State University’s Institute of Tropical 
Ecology & Environmental Management to 
implement an online training program, “Integrating 
Rainforestation Farming to Promote Sustainable 
Agarwood Production in the Philippines.” The 
goal of the training was to help a group of area 
businessmen reduce the harvest pressure on 
natural populations of Aquilaria trees and promote 
sustainable agarwood production by integrating 
them into Rainforestation Farming systems. 
Agarwood is the aromatic heartwood of Aquilaria 
trees that have become infected by a fungus. 
Agarwood commands a very high price due to its 
use in Ayurvedic and traditional Chinese medicine, 
Middle Eastern and East Asian incense, and the 
perfume industry. Agarwood can only be acquired 
through the destructive harvesting of the trees, so 
the number of Aquilaria trees found in the wild has 
declined precipitously. Sustainable production of 
agarwood is therefore critical for the protection of 
the Aquilaria species and for standing forests that 
could be at risk of destruction for future plantations.



Financials
Statement of Financial Condition
For the Year Ended December 31, 2021 
In Philippine Pesos

ASSETS

Current Assets
 Cash & Cash Equivalent ₱ 33,836

TOTAL ASSETS ₱ 33,836

LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities ₱ 00,000

Equity
 Trustees’ Contributions ₱ 60,625
 Excess of Revenue over Expenses ₱ -26,790

TOTAL LIABILITIES ₱ 33,836

Statement of Revenue & Expenses
For the Year Ended December 31, 2021 
In Philippine Pesos

REVENUE

Unrestricted Contributions ₱ 00,000
Project Funds ₱ 59,893

TOTAL REVENUE  ₱ 59,893

EXPENSES

Project Disbursement ₱ 59,893
Administrative Expenses ₱ 26,790

TOTAL EXPENSES  ₱ 86,683

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES ₱ -26,790
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